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Edinburgh School                                             
500 Hudson Ave.

Montreal West, QC

H4X 1X1

September 2, 2011
Information for Parents
Welcome Back! I would like to take this opportunity to welcome students and parents back to school after what I hope was a very restful summer. A big hello to all our new students and families who are joining us this year.  Back with us, in the main office, is Natasha. Tony and Leonard remain with us in the caretaking ranks. The building is clean and ready to go! For lunch and after school activities, Jacqui and Stephanie are only a phone call away.
We have a number of staff changes for the 2011 – 2012 school year:   
· Mme. Geneviève Guay will be teaching grade four French immersion. Mme. Jojo will be back to direct the Edinburgh Chorale, but has made a slight career change.

· Mme. Chisette Sarenas returns as our resource teacher.

· M. Jean-Michel Brunet returns and will be teaching grade six French immersion.
· Ms. Pina Trengia will be teaching grade 6 English and math.
· Ms. Diane Beauchamp will be teaching grade 3 English and math.
· Mme. Geneviève Hébert will be teaching grade 5 French immersion
· Mme. Stephane Vaval will be teaching grade 1 French immersion.
· Mme. Caludia Gucciardi  will be replacing M. Paul on Wednesdays and Thursdays and will be teaching santé and education physique.

· Ms. Jacky Farrell will be replacing Mrs. Hochstein while she is away.
· Mme. Arseneau, unfortunately, is off again and will be replaced. Name to come ASAP.
· We have three new child care workers with us this year – names to come ASAP.
We wish Mme. Jojo, Ms. Rhona, Mr. D’Abramo, Mme. Lucie S. and Mme. Lucie B., long time members of the Edinburgh family, well on their new adventure in life – retirement! I would also like to take this opportunity to let parents know that changes in classes are always possible due to an increase of students in some classes and a decrease in others.  These are decisions the school board may ask us to make as a result of student registration throughout the system.  Please be advised. 
School Information: I would encourage you to check often and access information through our website at www.edinburghschool.org . We have a general e-mail distribution list coordinated by an Edinburgh parent.  This saves paper and allows us to get information disseminated very rapidly.  We will be asking shortly who needs printed documents. A letter sent out by Home & School will explain what you have to do to get on our   e-mail list. Last year we were running off a mere 18 copies per mailing. Perhaps we will be able to reduce this number to zero!
We are again emphasizing our model of committed “volunteerism”. Research proves that children do better when there is strong adult support and involvement. We are asking all new parents to volunteer in at least one area, be that Home and School activities, class field trips, student supervision or in many, many other areas. Our school excels because you, the parents, support and enrich our endeavours. Although we all have busy schedules, volunteering for one activity or a few hours at school makes all the difference. It does take a community to raise a child.
Student Agendas: Student agendas will be distributed to all students in grades 2 to 6.  We strongly suggest that all communication with the teaching staff be done through the agenda. This avoids loose papers and maintains a record throughout the year.  Please read the first eight pages with your child and review your child’s agenda on a daily basis. Our Dress Code is clearly defined in the agenda and we implore parents to support our policy to make the clothing issue an easy one for all. Remember, all colours are solid colours.
The Edinburgh Handbook for 2011 – 2012 will be available shortly through the website. We do have limited print copies. Please take time to review this document too. Note that the school calendar (sent out in June) also appears in both the agenda and the handbook.
Governing Board: The Annual General Meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 14th at 7:00 p.m.  Parents wishing to be elected to the Board must attend or have a proxy in case of an emergency absence. We do have four positions on the board up for election and a replacement position to be filled. A letter has been sent out with further details. All Governing Board meeting are open to the public and we encourage and welcome your presence. Our preliminary MESA  (Management and Educational Success Agreement) was approved by the Governing Board in May and is the official document outlining the direction of Edinburgh School in a number of pedagogical and social areas. A copy is affixed to the GB bulletin board.
Mad-Car Disease: The term “Mad-Car Disease” was coined six years ago to express how some drivers can break all of the rules of the road when traveling around school zones. Students will be doing some pro-active picketing over the next few weeks to sensitize parents to traffic safety.  Edinburgh Street continues to run east only between Wolseley and Hudson. Please do not stop on the west side of Hudson Street or near any yellow lines as you may be ticketed. Please drive carefully. Our children should be seen and not hurt!
Literacy Initiative: We continue with the EMSB literacy initiative to insure that all children are reading by the end of the first cycle. M. Paul Cahill will be released from his teaching duties one day a week to work with his colleagues in the third year of this exciting programme.
Home & School Association: You have received a package of information and some requests for your help in various matters. Please fill in the required forms and return them all to your child’s class teacher by Tuesday, September 6th. As stated earlier, many helpers make excellent students. Please join our Home and School Association and make your presence felt. Please feel free to attend our general meetings – the more the better!
Consent forms: We ask you to sign and respond positively to the EMSB consent forms to publish students’ work and pictures. This is a general form that allows such things as class and individual pictures, publications in  Montreal West Informer, the Fielding Focus and Edinburgh Express and general activities that take place in class. Should there be a special event where the media will be present and single out an individual child or a special event where your child may be photographed, we will inform you specifically in writing or by telephone.
Your 2011-2012 Package: This will include this cover letter, the fee letter, 3 forms (one double-sided health form, one double-sided information/emergency form, one media consent form), the EMSB Express and the Home & School package. We have consolidated the information/emergency form to better serve our needs in case of a school closure. If we ever have to close down the school during the day, we will consult this form and try to make the shut down as painless as possible. The more contacts, the better!
Health or medical issues pertaining to your child: We are off to a healthy start, but we still display posters in the school to remind everyone to sneeze into their sleeves and to wash their hands regularly so any little bad bacteria and viruses. We will focus on reminding the children and adults of these important steps. Please take a minute to talk to your child and emphasize these few basics. Please call the school if your child has any symptoms we should be aware of – especially those contagious childhood maladies.

Please make sure that any changes to your child’s health record be forwarded through their homeroom teacher to the school office.  Epi-pens should be updated, medication required to be taken during the school day must be labeled and written instructions sent to the office. A waiver form available from the office permits us to distribute medication to your child and must also be completed and returned before any medication can be dispensed.
No Child Without: Our school is again involved in the Canadian MedicAlert Foundation’s No Child Without programme. There is no cost for students who attend our school (age 4 to 14) to join MedicAlert through this programme.  A child’s MedicAlert identification can alert school staff, friends, coaches and others about your child’s medical condition should an emergency occur. For further information come to the office for a brochure, speak with our school nurse or go to www.nochildwithout.ca. 
Once again, welcome to Edinburgh and I wish everyone a terrific, successful year!
Leah Auclair, Principal
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