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Minutes of the meeting of May 31, 2011

7:30 pm -Teacher’s Lounge

Present:
Officers:  
Leah Auclair, Valerie Buchanan, Beatrice Genest, Heather Ogden, Kathleen Piggott and Lidia Spagnuolo

Executive:
Tara Durley, Talia Edwy, Blythe Ennis, Margo Pedersen and Tanya Radhakrishna 

Members: 
Esther Bolifer, Paula Brodeur, Sissi Gravel, Bill Itovitch, Cindy Itovitch, Christine Laberge, Christine Mayers and Natasha Savoie 

Teacher:
Jim Reimer

Regrets:
Dale Stack and Robert Barnes

1. Welcome 
The meeting began at 7:40 p.m. with Lidia welcoming everyone to the meeting.

2. Approval of Agenda 

Moved by: Margo Pedersen



Seconded by: Natasha Savoie

3. Approval of Minutes – April 26, 2011 
Moved by: Blythe Ennis



Seconded by: Jim Reimer

4. Principal’s Report

Ms. Auclair advised members that enrolment is holding steady at approximately 344 (+2) students for the next school year, 53 of whom are registered for kindergarten. The kindergarten orientation went very well with most children and their parents in attendance. The Loft des enfants was on hand to show off our colour code. With regard to staff, Mrs. Rhona Feigelson has announced her retirement. The PSA held their registration and the numbers look very good. However, tutoring numbers are low so we encourage any parents who may be interested to contact Jacqui or Stephanie. The PSA held their picnic last week with a different format organized by Dynamix. It was a great afternoon and a good time was had by all.

Our chorale had a very successful trip to Quebec City and arrived back at the school exactly on time! Ms. Auclair was unable to attend the chorale’s final concert but heard that it went very well. Some of the members will be singing on June 17th as part of the Montreal Folk Festival on the Lachine canal. On the same night, the grads will be enjoying their dance in the school gym.

The senior concert was very well attended; David Eves organized it based on a different format with the cycles singing as groups. We admired the skill level of the children and thank the H & S for the new music stands. Thanks also for the frozen yogurt sold by H & S volunteers. Mr. Eves took the school band to the EMSB music festival where they impressed the judges. The school band received a nice trophy (currently on display in the entrance) and a certificate that will be laminated.

The Spring Fair proved to be a very successful event once again this year; there were many fun activities and the sun broke through. Please note that the Grade 5 book drive is taking place this week. Storyteller Stéphanie Bénéteau will be visiting the school to tell her stories to all cycles on June 1 and 2. Both students and staff are busy getting ready for final activities, pool parties, grad events, etc. The field has not been in great condition this spring, especially on the juniors’ side, so keep your fingers crossed that the rain will hold off and the field will dry up! There will be a volunteer appreciation ceremony on June 8th at 8:30; Ms. Auclair stated that the staff and students appreciate the efforts of all volunteers and will take the morning to express their gratitude.

The school has the beginnings of an oxygen emergency station in the teacher’s lounge; eventually, a defibrillator will also be installed. We have received many French, English and Spanish books, which were donated to the EMSB; they are appropriate for a grade 2 level. 

5. Teacher’s Report
Jim Reimer mentioned some of the activities that the teachers have organized for the students: grade 2s will be going to the Museum of Fine Arts this week and hosting their pen-pals later on in June, the grade 6s are taking their grad trip to Kingston next week, the grade 4s will be heading to Camp du P’tit Bonheur in the Laurentians and the grade 6s will have their grad ceremonies on June 22nd. Regarding field day on June 13th, Jim requires 10 parent volunteers to help at some of the 20 activity stations.

6. Year-end Treasurer’s Report
Kathleen Piggott reported that the H & S financial situation is good. The balance of the account now stands at approximately $37,000.

7. Year-end President’s Report 

Heather presented the report, which gives a recap of the activities that the H & S was involved in this year. Its fundraising activities were: pizza days, QSP magazine sales, yogurt and freezie sales, fruit and nut sales, coffee sales and spring fair. The association organized the following: Scholastic sales, book fair, warm clothing, food and used book drives, holiday lunch and teacher appreciation activities, breakfast for new parents on the first day of school, welcome back BBQ, lunchtime activities, skating party, spring fair and movie night.  It facilitated the following: the Terry Fox run, the school-wide email distribution list, field day, school photos, classroom friendship lists, the mentor program for new parents, library and class parent list. It sponsored the following: music specialist, La Chorale Edinburgh, Mathematica Centrum, Robotics Club, the Grad Committee and equipment/materials for music & technology.
8. Governing Board Report 

Talia Edwy gave a brief overview of the main points discussed at the last Governing Board meeting. For more information, please consult the GB minutes available on the school’s Web site. 

9. Fundraising Reports
a. Spring Fair - recap
Sissi reported that a total of $4,202.75 was fundraised on the night of the spring fair. The response from volunteers was good and the evening was a great success. 

10. Upcoming Activities

a. Book drive

Mrs. Cudzinowski is organizing this drive. She would like students to bring in gently used books to donate to St. Gabriel’s school. Students will be awarded 20 house points when they participate in this drive.

b. Year-end get-together – Monday, June 13th at Typhoon Lounge

Everyone is welcome for this evening. Please RSVP to Lidia if you are planning on coming.

c. Yogurt and freezie day

Lidia reported that the last yogurt day will be on Tuesday, June 7th; the last freezie day will be on Tuesday, June 14th.

11. Disbursements 

a.
Music stands 

Last April, the H & S approved a disbursement of $200 for music stands. Mr. Eves has spent $107.90 so far on what was available at Archambault and will eventually spend the rest on additional stands. 

b.
Bescherelles and dictionaries for classrooms

Heather proposed that we spend some H & S funds on equipping the school with sets of Bescherelles and dictionaries (as recommended by teachers), specifically: 90 copies of Le Bescherelle, 120 copies of the Larousse English/French Dictionary, 90 copies of the Merriam-Webster dictionary, 60 copies of Dictionnaire Hachette, 60 copies of Le Robert Junior and 90 copies of the Merriam-Webster Thesaurus. Please note that this list is subject to changes, depending on teachers’ recommendations. Lidia moved that no more than $7,000 be spent on reference materials for classrooms. Sissi seconded the motion, which was then passed unanimously.

12. 2011-2012 Activities 


a.
Music fees


Members agreed to keep fees the same for the upcoming school year.


b.
Pizza prices
Members agreed to keep prices the same for the upcoming school year.
13. 2011-2012 Officer & Executive Elections 

The following Home & School officers were elected: Tanya Radhakrishna as President, Talia Edwy as Vice-President, Kathleen Piggott as Treasurer and Natasha Savoie as Secretary. The following executive members were elected: Blythe Ennis, Sissi Gravel, Esther Bolifer, Cindy Itovitch, Margo Pedersen and Christine Mayers. Tara Durley remains for her second year as executive member and Bob Barnes remains as officer in charge of membership. The voting was unanimous with all in favour for all candidates in all positions.

14. Parental Concerns re. H&S affairs
Margo feels that H & S fundraising should be planned at the beginning of the year for the entire year. She also would like to see us spending some of our budget to increase the frequency of cultural activities and outings offered to students. It was agreed that a meeting be held in August to brainstorm fundraising and spending ideas.

15. Correspondence
A sympathy card was send to Maddie Veloce. Heather asked that thank you cards be sent to the four retiring teachers; it was agreed that this be done every year with all retiring teachers to thank them for their years of service.

16. Closing Remarks

On behalf of Heather, Beatrice and herself, Lidia thanked everyone for their support while they held their executive positions.
17.  Adjournment
The meeting closed at 8:50 p.m. with a motion to adjourn by Blythe Ennis, seconded by Beatrice Genest.
Respectfully submitted,

Valerie Buchanan 
Secretary
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