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A Word from the Principal

Wel | I candt b etb-lasecarresponddnde bwillihase withyeu fos e ¢ o n
this year! We have had another wonderful year; lost no days to horrible snowstorms

and are now enjoying the sunshine (most days) and warmer weather. It has been my

privilege once again to work with you and your fabulous children. I wish our graduates

all the best and also send fond wishes to the families who will be leaving Edinburgh

School or our community.

Year-End Events:

Our maternellechidrenhave fAgraduatedo and, to mar t hi
western-themed dance show in May. The children danced for all the parents in the

gymnasium and then presented to their own parents in their classrooms. | never real-

ized how many of our students were WANTED for their smiles and academic abilities!

Your dancing and poster-making talents are unsurpassed. Congratulations on your

move to Cycle 1!

Mid-May brought us another succesewkindér- i n i at
garten students and their parentsThe parents were on hand to pick up more infor-

mation about the first days of school and the children did have a chance to meet the

teachers and spend some time in the classroom. We were visited by The Loft uniforms

T if you missed out, colour code information will be available with the report cards.

Our Edinburgh Chorale had a grand end to their year by singing at the Ottawa Tulip
Festival and performing at three other venues. They got a chance to meet with several
parliamentarians and had a wonderful time relaxing and visiting in between their con-
certs.

As | write this, our graduates are back from their trip to Kingston and Upper Canada

Village and our Grade 4 students are safely up in St. Donatat Au b er ge POt it onh
Some of our highlights for the spring were:
INSIDE THIS ISSUE: e the completion of our playground with new grass, soccer nets and many new active
games,

the spring musical performances from our choir and our senior students,
our accreditation as a Brundtland green school,

our Volunteer Appreciation morning,

many, many field trips and overnight stays,

the new Spring Fair,

the MathematicaViath Competition,

plays, storytelling, reading club, leadership council, theatre,

Field Day and final House team results,
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(Continued from page 1)

o all our academics, and

e the burial of our 50" anniversary Time Capsule. Although the weather did not cooperate with us on June 14"
(please forgive me for your wet children), we all contributed mementos that were buried in the ground to be
retrieved in twenty years (for more details, please see further on in this issue). Happy Birthday, Edinburgh
School!

Wrap upé

As we prepare for our 2010-2011 school year, please note:
e Your childdés needs are taken into account as we p
to make up class lists. We want every child to have the most successful experience possible.
e If you have any outstanding debts to the school, please settle these as quickly as possible. We must close our
books and ask you to make arrangements with the office as quickly as possible as things are getting very busy

for us.
e Our 2010-2011 calendar will be posted on the website shortly as all of our Professional Days have been con-
firmed. Hard copies of the calendar wil/l arrive w

e Being on time is a value we emphasize at school. Being on time is one small way to show respect.
e We start classes August 31% with a full day for Cycles 1, 2 and 3.

Wishes for the Summer

I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for their help and support throughout the year. To all the students, the
staff, the after-school staff, the parents and our supporters, | wish you a joyful and relaxing summer. | would like to thank eve-
ryone for their hard work and their dedication. My hat is off to all the volunteers and the members of the Governing Board and
the Edinburgh Home and School Association. Your dedication is priceless - Edinburgh is well known for its selfless volunteers.
We are always looking for fresh ideas and parents to help us out in many, many ways. We are back on Tuesday, the 31* of Au-
gust. Enjoy the summer and happy holidays! Travel safely, rest and relax!

0 Leah Auclair, Principal

The Time Capsule

The time capsule commemorating Edinburgh School ¢0s 5
2030.

On Monday, June 14, 2010, all the students, the princi-
pal, the teachers, the school choir; as well as officials
from the EMSB, guests and parents joined in for the
celebration. It was the conclusion of many events held
during the 2009-2010 school year.

The time capsule contains items telling a story of who
or what every student aspires to be 20 years from now,
their wishes for the future, as well as some commemo-
rative items such as a school t-shirt (old logo, as well
as the new one), a 50th Anniversary Cookbook and a
canvas schoolbag. Staff and class photos were in-
cluded as well.

The ceremony, although interrupted by rain and forced <
to be moved inside, was oo Tl s chool

main entrance. Edinburgh students and special guests show off time cap-

See you all in the same place 20 years from now! sule
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News from the Governing Board

By Robert Friend, Chair

The Governing Board has been stingy with the modest funds allocated to it each year by the school board so, over time,
the balance has grown to something of reasonable size. Not wanting to risk having the balance clawed back, and seeking
one or more appropriate projects to support in the school, members spent some time considering possible uses. It was
decided to spend $600tou pgr ade t he s c h,awbidh @&iH berefa all fudire congestst assemblies and
presentations. The new components are already in place, and we are sure you will natice the difference!

We were pleased to hear recently that Edinburgh School has been accredited by the Brundtland Green Schools Pro-
gram. This is a recognition which we can all do our part to maintain. A big thanks to Sym Davis and the Environmental
Committee for their involvement in this accomplishment!

At its most recent meeting, after careful consideration of the pilot program earlier this spring for the Schools and Scout-
ing program, the Governing Board approved another session of this program to be held next fall for Cycle 2.

As a way of capping off thi s "arnvarsarg hll ofythe shool recénilycutmed oua r k s
for a ceremony where we buried a time capsule(and almost lost one Governing Board member in the process!). This
project was just one of sever al |l aunched by the scho
them connected to the milestone anniversary. They also included an updated look for the logo, an address by a remark-

able volunteer who was on the scene here 50 years ago to students and guests at the Chorale concert, and, of course, the
Commemorative T-Shirts which have proven to be a big hit. Naturally, this all takes volunteer time and effort and spe-

cial thanks are due to Sandra Chang-Kredl, Karen Friend, Beatrice Genest, Mark Lehberg, Josh Miller, and Rusty

Wiersma.

Thanks to all of you who provided written feedback to the school board on options for the future of French language
instruction at the EMSB. We are convinced that the full immersion model we offer in Kindergarten and Cycle 1, to-

gether with more than half the class time in French in Cycles 2 and 3, provide a strong basis for our students and a pro-

gram second to none. The question of different approaches to language of instruction is closely tied to the ongoing re-
view of the EMSBO6s network of schools, and we wil/| b
areas as next year unfolds.

At its June meeting, the Gov-
erning Board carefully re-
viewed and adopted the pro-
posed school budget Of
particular note, the basic fee
for consumable supplies, and
the lunchtime supervision fee,
will both remain unchanged
from their current levels,
which have remained steady
for several years now.

On a personal note, this

month marks the end of my
involvement with Edinburgh
School, including seven years

on its Governing Board. To

al l of Edinbur
parents and staff, | would like

to wish you continued success
and a happy, healthy and safe
summer.

Students watch as Robert Friend buries time capsule outside the school.

Sur e
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Edinburgh HOME and SCHOOL

By Lidia Spagnuolo (Baillie), Beatrice Genest (Poronovich) and Heather Ogden (Miller)

Goodbyes!

We have a great many families graduating from Edinburgh this year. In particular, we would like to thank the following
H&S members who have made extraordinary contributions over their years at Edinburgh:

e Karen Friend was a member of the Executive for 9 years, aswellasCo-Pr esi dent for 4 years
were plentiful. She contributed in many areas including Teacher Appreciation with always fabulous & thrifty
deco ideas, at the Second Hand Sale at Spring Fair, on the Gardening Committee, in the Library and during many
Pizza Days. Karenb6és enthusiasm and commitment to E
Karen!

e Maddie Veloce spent many, many, many, many (!) years with Edinburgh H&S, was a longtime Vice President as
well as Co-President for 2 years. She ran our Spring Fair and was a Pizza Day coordinator for numerous years.
Maddie has invested a lot of energy and time into H&S endeavours and we thank her for her tireless efforts.

e Gemma Vitti has been a long time Co-Coordinator of Yogurt Days. Thank you Gemma for keeping us cool!
e Hilary Scuffell (White) co-coordinated our Spring Fairs. Thank you Hilary!

o Rita Burnatowski (Kalil) has been a long time member of H&S and spent this past year as our Membership Chair.
She worked fAthe roomd (aka the kitchen) at many Sp
flowers! Thanks Rita!

Good Luck to these parents and to all others who have helped make Edinburgh the school it is today!

Executive changes
At our June meeting we said goodbye to some of our Executive and welcomed new members.

We say goodbye to Rita Burnatowski (Kalil) who is graduating from Edinburgh. Replacing Rita as Membership Chair is
current Executive member Robert Barnes.

Also leaving is Christine Laberge (Hall) who has chosen to step down as she enters her last year at Edinburgh. Christine
has been a member of the H&S for many years and we thank her for her numerous contributions and for her dedication
to our organization.

Filling our 2 vacant Executive positions are Tara Durley (Sabourin) (her children are presently in grades 3 and 5), and
Talia Edwy (Feldstein) (her daughter is in kindergarten). Welcome!

See you next September

As always, we could not do what we do without the support of all Edinburgh parents, as well as the staff. So THANK
YOU for another successful year. We look forward to next year, and hope that you will continue to participate in our
activities and share your ideas to help make us even better!
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Is it the Spring Fair ... a Fun Fair .....or is it a Spring BBQ ...???
by Beatrice Genest
Wel | | the answer i s: we donot know what it i s

Times and needs change; we all witness that in our daily lives. As our needs evolve, we also feel that H&S school
activities need to be adjusted.

Our Spring Fair is first and foremost meant to be fun for the kids and their families. In addition, this event has al-
ways been a major fundraiser for the school.

The Fair has always been a huge financial success, raising thousands of dollars during this one night event. Lately,
however, it was accompanied by many remarks about how expensive the overall event had become for individual
families.

In recent years, we have also noticed a steady decline in volunteers. In the past, we have had up to 90 people on our
list. This year the list was shorter... under 50 names.

So, with 2 major players, Maddie & Hilary, graduating and no one emerging to take on the job, along with the
dwindling numbers of volunteers and the attempt to keep the cost to families down, it was time for a bit of an over-
haul.

During our regular H&S meetings, we discussed the event and decided that we would do away without several

eli t he

popul ar, but | abour intensive, attractions. Thils vy

removing the Surprise Bottles and the Bake Sale. In addition, we lowered the pricing for some things and largely
eliminated cash sales. We simplified the kitchen: brought it all outside and offered only hot dogs. We tried to keep
the fun activities for the kids and increased the number of inflatables in the hope of reducing wait times.

We hope that you and your children still had a good time. The money we raised was down by about 40%, but, rest
assured, our coffers are still in good shape, and the coordinators can attest to the fact it was much less work to or-
ganize than in past years.

We are always open to further review of the event for next year. So if you want the Bake Sale, Surprise Bottles
and Raffle to come back, or if you have any new ideas to make the Spring Fair better and more attractive, please
come to one of our monthly meetings or contact Heather, Lidia or Beatrice.

Want to get involved? Here is your chance!

These positions are still vacant for next year. You can even get together with a friend and work together!

Lunchtime Activities: Coordinate the lunchtime activities for all cycles. Determine the schedule, book the ani-
mators, and send out the registration forms. You will work with a second parent who coordinates the administra-
tive aspect of the registration process. (October through February)

The Informer: For the closet journalists out thereé.
lished in the Montreal West Informer. The principal and select teachers will help you with the content.

If you are interested in any of the positions, or need more information, please contact Heather Ogden, Beatrice
Genest or Lidia Spagnuolo.

sub
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Parent Sponsored Activities

By Jacqui Roye

As | write this, the activities are winding down and everyone is enjoying the sun. We are now able to get outside; al-
though the gym was a popular place on Friday afternoons when, every two weeks, we had our dance. This was a new
activity that the children really enjoyed. Some love to get up on stage and dance for all to see, others just watch and sing
along - A great ending to the week! Good music and good fun.

Our Tutoring session finished off with a baking competition with the Grade 6 tutoring
group. The children learned about measuring, weighing and cooking. The children then
went home and the masterpieces began. The hardest thing was not being able to eat any-
thing until it was brought into school the next day and no eating until the judges came
along; usually Suzanne, Karen, Maureen and I. Then, of course, we got to taste. The chil-
dren made some amazing cakes in the s
have some budding chefs in our midst. They had a lot of fun and learned a lot in the proc-
ess. We have Karen to thank for the wonderful idea and will make this a yearly event.

Our end-of-the-year picnic was a great success. The jumpers provided lots of fun and we had many games, sack races,
face painting and also a Zumba class thanks to Elena Tussman. A big thank you for taking the time to teach us some
moves Elena. Music filled the school yard and the children and staff had a blast. Hot dogs and chips were on the menu,
along with ice cream bars for dessert. A good time was had by all.

We had two Ped Day outings. The first trip was to Zig Zag Zoo. This is such a fun outing enjoyed by children and staff
alike. The second was to Mount Royal where we hiked up to the cross, ate lunch at the Lookout, then hiked some of the
winding trails. We finished off with an hour of fun at the playground. A few dozing children on the bus home; and staff
trying hard to stay awake too.

Another exciting event was So You Think You Can Sing EdinburgVe started this last year and the children were very

excited to do it again. We have had | ots of particip
belting out their songs in the hopes of being this ye
ada.

The Drama Club directed by Jenny performed Alice In Wonderland on June 8" . The children practiced all year and we

enjoyed the fruits of their labour. There were lots of interesting costumes fleetingly appearing and disappearing, very

smal | doors and bottles of potions displaying fAEat Me
our actors to deal with them.

Some wonderful Mothero6s Day gifts came from the craft
garten children working hard with their memorabl e Han
our Dads had some great surprises.

Phyllis and Lina finished off the baking session for
Yummy.

To finish off on a sad note, Ingrid is leaving the PSA after 24 years, 14 as the director. She is going on to pursue a new
career. Actually, not a new career as she has been doing the Stepping Up program for many years, but is expanding and
has opened up The Stepping Up Resource Centre. She will still be working with many of our children getting them ready
for high school and also working on a new program called Cellfield, that helps children with reading/comprehension
difficulties as well as Dyslexic children. She is the first person to bring this to Canada. The program is from Australia
and so far the results have been very exciting so | think we will still be seeing lots of Ingrid.

I have taken over Ingridds position, but it will take
and Edinburgh. I will have my work cut out for me, but with the help of Stephanie, who has taken the Assistant Direc-
torb6s job, we wil/|l put our best foot forward.

We wish everyone a very happy and safe summer from all the staff here at the PSA.
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Edi nburgh GiI ves

As we approach the end of the year we look back on all the ways we have helped those in our community:

September: o We raised $4,868.00 for the Terry Fox Foundation.
o We delivered 10 large bags of clothes to Head & Hands organization in NDG.
October:
o We participated in the Hall oween coll e
o From the proceeds of our cookbook sales we donated $176 to the NDG Food Depot and
December: $176 to Dans la Rue.
. The PSA students made Christmas cards for the soldiers in Afghanistan and for the children
January: . Our Grade 5 students collected a total of $657 for Haiti Earthquake relief.
. From the Dictée PGL we collected $3,067.39 - half of which will be used to fund Fondation
Paul Gérin-Lajoie-sponsored projects in underprivileged countries.
February:
. Grades 3, 4 and 5 students made Valentfl
Vet erands Hospital
March: . Our Food Drive yielded 37 boxes of food which were delivered to the NDG Food Depot.
o The Pennies for Peace initiative raised $583.76.
April:
. The PSA students made Easter cards for the soldiers in Afghanistan
May: ° We sent 982 books to St Gabrielbés Scho
. . We are still totalling our 50" Anniversary T-Shirt sale, proceeds of which will aid the
June: L ; .
Trevor Williams Kids Foundation.

We acknowledge those who helped make this happen: Thank you to Vicky Princz, our Community Outreach Coordina-
tor, Miss Catherine Cherry, our Spiritual Animator, PSA and the Edinburgh Staff.

Thank you to all parents who supported our projects throughout the year.

Math Contest Results

by Tanya Radhakrishna

48 students completed the Mathematica Centrunmath contest in April T joining over 65,000 stu-
dents from across Canada. After 8 weeks of weekly preparatory sessions, many sample questions
and a preparatory test, the students were ready for the real deal! Their hard work paid off in results

that were slightly higher than the Canadian average for Grades 4 and 5 and equal to the Canadian average for Grade 3.

Each student was awarded a certificate of participation or distinction. The winners from each grade were awarded med-
als to mark their achievement.

Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5
11 Louis Yoon 17 Cedric Gravel-Switzman 17 Logan Stack
2" Julian Shaw 2" Lucia Huang 2" Benjamin Serafin
37 Kourosch Ahkbari/Sean Connor 3™ Matthias LeePoy-Paxman 37 Jenna Kenton/Sean Giacobbe (tie)

I really enjoyed my time with the kids and look forward to exploring some new math challenges next year. CON-

GRATULATIONS to all!
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